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SENATE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

  

COMMITTEE: Finance   

TIME & DATE: 10:00 AM, Tuesday, June 28, 2022   

PLACE: E1.036 (Finance Room)   

CHAIR: Senator Joan Huffman   

  

 

The Senate Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, June 28, 2022 at 10:00am 

to hear invited and public testimony on the following interim charges: 

 

Federal Funds: Report on the state use of federal COVID-19 relief funds 

provided under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, 

Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, the 

American Rescue Plan Act, Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Acts, and 

similar federal legislation.  Examine local use of federal relief funding, 

including funding provided to school districts through the Elementary and 

Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund. Evaluate the overall 

fiscal impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on state agencies, including costs 

incurred due to federal mandates. Identify barriers to the effective 

utilization of funds and make recommendations on the expenditure of 

unappropriated funds. In addition, evaluate and report on the spending by 

state agencies that have been utilizing "one-time" federal funding 

(temporary enhancements, e.g. FMAP and ESSER) sources, where federal 

funding will likely be significantly reduced in future biennia. 

 

Mental Health Delivery: Examine the state mental health service delivery 

system. Study the state's Comprehensive Plan for State-Funded Inpatient 

Mental Health Services and the Statewide Behavioral Health Strategic Plan 

and evaluate the existing state investments in mental health services and 

state hospital capacity. Review current forensic and civil mental health 

service waitlists, and recommend ways to improve coordination and outcomes 

to reduce waitlists.  Explore and report on options for additional mental 

health service capacity, including building state hospitals in the 

Panhandle and Rio Grande Valley areas. 

 

Public testimony is limited to 2 minutes. If submitting written testimony, 

please provide 40 copies, with your name on each copy, to the Committee 

during the hearing.    
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NOTICE OF ASSISTANCE AT PUBLIC MEETINGS 

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES WHO PLAN TO ATTEND THIS MEETING AND WHO MAY 

NEED ASSISTANCE, SUCH AS A SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER OR PERSONAL 

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES, ARE REQUESTED TO CONTACT THE SENATE 

COMMITTEE COORDINATOR AT 512/463-0070, 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE MEETING SO 

APPROPRIATE ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE. 

 

.  

 

 

 


